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Application/Control Number: 10/670,438 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3683 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The reply filed on 09/03/2004 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): 

(A) How do new claims 15-16 define over the prior art? See 37 CFR 1.111. 

(B) The subject matter of claim 1 , the last three lines which recite "that the other 
code parts are one or more sliding parts in the form of a code rack, or a sleeve which is 
moved in a linear or one or more code wheels" is unclear in view of the alternative 
language. Is the sliding part being claimed? Is the "code rack" being claimed? Are the 
"code wheels" being claimed? 

© If applicants intends for new claims 15-16 to cover the same subject matter as 
original claim 1 and amended claim 1, see MPEP 706.03(k) under the heading 
"Duplicate Claims" which states that "when two claims in an application are duplicates, 
or else are so close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight 
difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other claim 
under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim." 

It is noted that new claim 15 omits the "sliding parts" feature of original claim 1 
and the linear fashion" feature of original claim 1 . 

(D) Applicants should note that it is critical for the examiner to understand what 
applicants intend the claims to cover. The examiner directs applicants attention to 
MPEP 706.07 which clearly states that applicant is entitled to a "full and fair hearing" on 
the issues dealing with patentability and that the issues should be clear between the 
examiner and applicant prior to appeal if possible. Also, MPEP 706.07 directs that 
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applicants as a class, the public, and the examiner should confine the prosecution to as 
few actions as possible in order to advance the prosecution which is consistent with 
current PTO policy. Before making a final decision on this application, the examiner 



intelligent decision on the issues dealing with patentability. 

2. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever 
is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas C. Butler whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2575. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 5:30 am to 2pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-freel _fv 



encourages applicant to submit his comments in order for the examiner to make an 




dougIas c. sutler 

PRJMARY EXAMINER 



